CROWN FORT CLUB APARTMENTS – ST VLAS, BULGARIA

Welcome to Crown Fort Club, St Vlas. This guide will provide you with all of the information that you require before and during your stay. We hope you enjoy your stay and come back again to stay in the future.

1) BASICS

1.1) About Bulgaria

Bulgaria is located on the Black Sea coast in Eastern Europe. It borders five countries: Romania, Serbia, Macedonia, Greece and Turkey.

It joined the EU in 2007 and is experiencing an economic boom at present, seeing rapid change.

Fast Facts:

Capital: Sofia

Population: 7.4 million

Time zone: GMT +2 hours (With daylight saving in March and October)

Official Language: Bulgarian (Alphabet – Cyrillic) – See later in the guide for useful words

Religion: Bulgarian Orthodox (85%)

Currency: Bulgarian Lev (Exchange rate approx 2.3 lev = 1 GBP, 1.96 lev = 1 Euro)

Electric plug: European circular 2 pin plug

Country dialling code: +359

Visa’s: Not required for UK citizens or any EU passport holder.

Public holidays: Jan 1, March 3, Easter Sun, Easter Mon, May 1, May 24, Sept 6, Sept 22, Dec 25 & Dec 31.

For more information on Bulgaria, see the supplementary section at the end of the guide.

Note, a lot of the prices in this guide may relate to a previous season and may therefore be slightly out of date.
1.2) About the apartments / complex

Fort Noks – A background / location information

Fort Noks is the name of the developer of the hotel. They own 13 complexes in the Sunny Beach region. 

The Complex on which you are staying is called Crown Fort Club. Next to it is Imperial Fort Club but in reality the two complexes are combined. Across the road (Or under the underpass) towards the beach are Panorama Fort and Marina View. These are both Fort Noks sites and you can use all of their facilities. See a map of the complex in the supplementary section or see the maps of the complex around the site.

The small town of St Vlas is just 2km away heading south where you will find a marina next to 2 beaches and a lovely town square with bars/restaurants and market stools.

The bustling resort of Sunny Beach is 8km away south, with hundreds of bars, restaurants, clubs and hotels, and an 8km beach.

Elenite, a small quiet village is 3km north.

Address

If required, the apartments full address is:

‘Crown fort Club’, Fort Noks, Varnitzata Area, Between St Vlas and Elenite, 8240. Email crown@fortnoks.org
Water / Electric

The water and electric should have been turned on before you arrive.

If they have not, then follow these instructions to do so. 
To turn on the electric, flick all of the switches to ‘on’ that are located above the front door. 
To turn on the water, open up the white flap on the wall in the bathroom, and turn the white lever clockwise. To ensure you have hot water, please turn on the switch by the entrance to the bathroom if hasn’t been done so. Please wait at least half an hour for it to warm up.
Note that the tap water is safe to drink. However, when you first arrive, please let the water run for a minute to clear the pipes in case the taps haven’t been used for a while.
Bed linen
You will have been asked at the time of booking whether you would require the cleaners to change your bed linen during your stay. If you do require this service, it will cost an additional 25 lev per linen change, payable to Phoenix Property Management on site.

Please note that there is enough linen in the wardrobe for two sets of linen however please do not use the second set without agreement before your stay as you will charged an extra £25 after your visit.

Beds

There is an airbed (If you are staying in apartment 488) which can sleep a 3rd person. To blow it up, its quicker to use the hairdryer, but don’t do it in one go, or the airbed will melt! There is a spare brown bed sheet in the wardrobe for this bed.
Games / Books

There are games and books in the wardrobe for you to use at any time. Feel free to leave behind any books / game / magazines for future guests 

Book swap’s can be made at the Phoenix office in block F1 for a small donation.

Comments book

We hope that you enjoy your stay here at Crown Fort. We are always trying to improve our apartment and the experience for our guests. If you have any comments or suggestions, then please write them in the comments book located in the apartment. Please also recommend any places/restaurants or bars that you particularly liked so future guests may benefit.

Cot

If you need a bay cot, one can be rented from Phoneix Property Management.

Problems with apartment
Our property is managed by Phoenix Property Management.

If you have any problems with the apartment or need any general advice then please contact Phoenix.

They have an office on site in F1 block or can be contacted by phone on 08 85 127 212 (Kath) or 08 89 251 747 (Keith).
The office is usually open 0900 to 1700.
Fort Noks Reception

The complex reception is the Fort Noks office near the main gate into Crown Fort, which is open 0900-1700. Outside of these hours, the Fort Noks office in Panorama is open 24 hours. This office is located just inside the main gates (With the ‘Fort Noks sign above) to Panorama to the left. These offices can deal with any problems and help book up any trips/days out.

OTHER ON-SITE FACILITIES

POOLS

There are 8 pools on Crown Fort / Imperial Fort and 4 on Panorama / Marina View. 
There is a slide on the one of the pools on Crown.

There is a wave machine on one of the pools at Panorama. 
Sun loungers may be charged for at 2 lev / day depending on time of year (To avoid paying this but you still want some comfort, we suggest laying on the lilo’s)
Please feel free to use the beach ball, volleyball and lilo’s in the apartment  to take to the beach or pool.
If you need the volleyball to be pumped up, ask in the shop on Panorama, they usually have one to use for free.

Please do not take the towels from the apartment to the beach or pool.

INTERNET

There is an Internet café on Panorama. It has 6 pc’s and is open from 0900-1200, 1300-1800, 1900-2000. It costs 6 lev/hour or 3 lev/30mins.

There are lots of Internet cafes in St Vlas or Sunny beach.

GYM/SAUNA

There is a gym and sauna on Panorama. The gym has weight machines and bike / running machines. The gym costs 7 lev per session. The sauna costs 25 lev per hour.
Ask in Panorama reception for details.
TV

The TV is not set up to receive channels. There may be a DVD player available if you wish to use it.

Please note that MP3 players or games consoles can be plugged in and played through the TV via the cable leading out of the TV. Select AV, and drop down the menu to PC.

TENNIS COURTS / FOOTBALL / BASKETBALL PITCHES

Tennis courts cost 10euro per hour (Cheaper with own equipment) and the football pitch costs 15 euro per hour. All equipment can be hired from the Fort Noks offices. There is a tennis court/football/basketball pitch on both Crown and Panorama.
TABLE TENNIS

There is a table tennis table round by the sauna, ask reception for bats and balls.

MOUNTAIN BIKE HIRE

Mountain bikes can be hired from the tourist office on Panorama for 10 lev / day or 2 lev / hour.
TELEPHONE

There are telephones located outside the front main gate. They use a card which can be bought from the shops on Crown or Panorama.

RESTAURANTS / BARS
There is a restaurant on Crown Fort. There are 2 more, one Panorama and one on Marina View. They are reasonably priced and have a selection of pizza’s, sandwiches, salads and main meals. They also sell drinks – which are well priced with 50ml measures – double UK measures!)
Although the restaurants stay open until the early hours provided there are customers, there is also a bar on site on Panorama.
SHOP

There is a shop on both Crown and Panorama that sells most conveniences from food and drink to toilet paper, suncream, newspapers, lilo’s etc. 
The one on Panorama is bigger and has more selection.

The Crown shop may close in the quieter parts of the season.
CAR HIRE

You can hire a car from the car hire office next to the shop on Panorama or from Phoenix property management. 
Alternatively, there are many car hire companies around the whole region.

See the separate Car Hire section for other Car hire companies.

BEAUTY SALON

There is a beauty salon on the Panorama site.

MASSAGE

There are massage facilities on the Panorama site, starting at 45 lev per hour – walk down towards the beach and you will see it by the gate to the beach.
LAUNDRY 
Laundry service is available at Panorama reception; it costs 12 lev per spin, maximum 5kg.

CRAZY GOLF

There is a 12 hole crazy gold course on Marina View/Panorama down towards the beach, ask at reception for details.

DAY TRIPS / ACTIVITIES / EXCURSIONS

Day trips and activities can be booked at the Panorama reception. See separate schedule in the supplementary section for details and prices (Brief examples are: Istanbul day trip 80 lev (2 day 169 lev), Blue mountain 66 lev, Off road safari 75 lev, Fishing 55 lev, Catamaran sunset 90 lev. See Day trips / activities section for more information on other companies offering trips. 

THE BEACHES

The nearest and best beach is just a 5 minute walk away – ‘Paradise beach’. To get to it, walk through the Panorama complex past the restaurant and down to the bottom of the complex near the sea, you will see a gate. You will need your plastic security entrance fob to get in and out of the gate to the beach. (If you were not given one at the time of booking, then they can be hired from the Fort Noks office by providing a 50 euro deposit). Touch your plastic fob on the scanner and the gate will open and you can walk down the steps and you’re at the start of a 3km beach which stretches right up to Elenite. 
There are around 5 beach bars/restaurants along this stretch of beach all serving great food and drink. You can hire sunloungers, pedalos/banana boats, jet ski’s and all other kinds of water sports.
There are 2 beaches at St Vlas Marina which have beach bars but the sea and sand is not so nice.
The beach bars here a very relaxing – ‘Marina beach bar’, ‘La Playa’ and ‘Cold and Hott’.
Sunny beach is one big long 8km beach! You will find every kind of activity on Sunny beach. However it can become very crowded in peak season.
Nessebar has some small stonier beaches.

Pomorie – further south, approx 20km from the apartments on the road to Bourgas, there is a small beach, with beach bar/café. It is usually quite quiet.

Bourgas has a large beach lined with beachside cafes

OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION

DOCTORS

The nearest doctor’s is in St Vlas. There is one on the main road into Vlas, just before the bus stop. There is another one in St Vlas centre.

Alternatively, ask at reception for information. In an emergency, call 150 (Ambulance), 160 (Fire), 166 (Police)

PHARMACY

Look for ‘Apteka’ signs. There are at least two in St Vlas, usually open til around 10pm.
SMOKE ALARM

For your safety, a smoke alarm is located on top of the wardrobe. If this happens to set off whilst cooking, then turn it off by pressing the button on the front.
POST OFFICE

The nearest post office is in St Vlas centre on the main square.

SUPERMARKET

You should be able to find the provisions you need from the Panorama or Crown shops but for a greater selection you will need to head further afield.
There are several small supermarkets in St Vlas centre on or around the main square.
The nearest decent sized supermarket is on the main road into Sunny Beach just at the northern end of Sunny Beach, just after the Fork Noks complex of Green Fort. Its called Cynepmapket  (Supermarket in Cyrillic) -the sign is written in orange. Its about 4/5 km from Crown Fort. Its open 0830-2330. You can get 2 litre beer(apuaha) for 1.40 or 1.5l red wine for 3.50lev. 1.5l of water is about 0.5lev. They also have a great deli counter which is good for a snack or even dinner if you are self catering – serving meat and vegetable dishes, rice and meat/vegetables dishes, all for approx 3 lev per large tub.

There are many 24 hour supermarkets in Sunny Beach.
ATM’s / MONEY
There are no ATM’s on site. The nearest one is in the main square in St Vlas.

A word of warning – NEVER change money on the streets, even with someone who looks genuine. There is a scam whereby whilst changing your money someone else will distract you and as they do so, the person you’re exchanging money with will take your money and hand you a 2 lev note wrapped in shredded paper! By the time you realise they’ve vanished.
Also be careful when changing at a legitimate currency exchange, they will advertise the Sell rate and not the Buy which to your eye looks like a good deal. Once you check your receipt you’ve got the lower Buy rate and they won’t then refund you. Always check the rate verbally before exchanging.

TOILETS

You will find that many restaurants and some bars will charge for using the toilet, this is common practice as it is in many European countries. Best keep a few coins on you when visiting the toilet.

2) OUT AND ABOUT

ST VLAS

St Vlas is located in the southern foothills of the Stara Planina mountain on the black sea coast with a population of approx 3,000. Its situated 38km from Bourgas international airport and 8km from Sunny Beach. The whole of the St Vlas coast faces south and is a natural Riviera. The beaches are wide, clean and sandy.

St Vlas is split in two by the main road running from Elenite to Sunny Beach. West of the main road (Heading inland) is St Vlas centre with its pretty main square with bars and restaurants and shops.

East of the road (heading towards the beach) are many hotel complexes that run down to the beaches and Marina.

Away from the noise of Sunny Beach, St Vlas is a preferred location for rest and relaxation. 

See a map of St Vlas in the supplementary section.

See bus times for details on how to get a bus to St Vlas.

You can walk it in approx 20-30mins. However, the walk is part pathway, part road and it is not fully lit when dark (Although there are plans to extend so ask around for the latest situation)
If driving, leave Crown Fort and turn right, heading south. After 2.5km you will come to St Vlas and you will see a petrol station called ‘Oil Vlas’. Turn right here and follow the road up and you will come to the main square/centre of Vlas. 

For the Marina, you will need to turn left opposite the main bus stop outside ‘Casino Vlas’. follow the road down and you will come to the Marina. You can either park your car in the road before you get to the Marina or pay a small fee to park it in the Marina.

There is a tourist information on the road up from the petrol station. They do various excursions (Eg – 2 day Istanbul trip 139 lev) and also have bike hire.

SUNNY BEACH

Sunny Beach resort is located in a crescent shaped bay opening up onto the Black Sea. To the north is the Stara Planina mountain and the resorts of St Vlas and Elenite. To the south is the historic island of Nessebar.

The beach is 8km long and 30m-60m wide.

It has been an international resort since the first guests arrived in 1959, but really took off in the 1970’s.

Today there are over 200 hotels lined along the coast and many bars, restaurants and clubs open until the early hours.

Tourist services offered are in a class of their own including surfing, water-skiing, parachute jumping, banana boats, yachts, water pedaloes, scooters, volleyball, tennis, horse riding and many amusements arcades and also a huge waterpark.

See a map of Sunny Beach in the supplementary section.

Sunny Beach tourist information

There is a small but very useful tourist information located on the main road called ‘Komata 2’, its situated right next door to Mania nightclub, just a few minutes walk north of the bus station. See list of excursions in the supplementary section.

They can organise many tours and also car hire.

There is also another tour company, Gala tours, in Sunny Beach, see flyer in the supplementary section.

Bus station
The bus station is located just off of the main road, taking the first right after Mania nightclub in the central area of Sunny Beach.

Market

There is a good market located near the bus station, behind the Go Go bar off the main road. 

NESSEBAR

The ancient town of Nessebar with millennia-old history is on a romantic rocky peninsula connected to the mainland via a narrow isthmus. Valuable monuments from all stages of its long existence are preserved here: remnants of fortress walls from Roman times and the middle ages, old Byzantine and Bulgarian churches, antique 18th and 19th century houses.

There are many restaurants tucked away in narrow winding streets or located on the beaches. Here you can taste traditional Bulgarian dishes, fresh seafood and drink exotic cocktails.

Nessebar owes some of its popularity as an international tourist centre to its harbour, part of the route of many world cruise liners.

Just outside of Nessebar is the aquapark, see the aquapark section for more details.

You can also get to Nessebar from St Vlas Marina by boat or the nearest way is from the beach by the apartments, walk along to the jetty about 10minutes walk away and you can catch a boat twice a day for around 10lev each way.

You can also take many types of cruise from Nessebar harbour – see flyer in supplementary section.

See a map of Nessebar in the supplementary section.

ELENITE

Elenite is a tiny village at the tip of the peninsula. It is mainly home to hotel complexes, an aquapark and a fine beach.

BOURGAS

Bourgas is the second largest city on the Black Sea coast after Varna and is the fourth largest city in Bulgaria.
It is worth a day visit.
It is located approx just 10km from the Bourgas international airport, approx 30km from Sunny Beach.

It does not feel like a city with its pedestrianised streets lined with cafes and restaurants. It also has a huge beach, also lined with cafes and restaurants.

The nightlife in the city is lively and goes on until the early hours.

Bourgas is the main transport hub to the rest of Bulgaria and to international destinations. It has a large bus station and train station.

See a map of Bourgas in the supplementary section.

AQUAPARKS

There are three aquaparks in the region, one at Elenite, one at Sunny Beach, one at Nessebar. See flyers for each in the supplementary section.

‘Action Aquapark’ – Sunny beach (See separate flyer). Probably the biggest and best, and the busiest! There’s a free shuttle bus from certain points along the main road, the closest to Crown Fort being a 15 minute walk just before St Vlas. Its open 0900-1900. Entry is 28 lev, or 20 lev after 1400.

‘Atlantida waterpark’ – Elenite. Open 0900-1900. Costs 15 lev entry. There is a free bus pick up directly outside Crown Fort.

‘Aqua Paradise’ – Nessebar. Located on the main road towards the airport, just outside of Sunny beach. It opened in 2007. Its open 1000-1900. There are free shuttle buses to and from the park, from the bus stop about 15mins walk from Crown Fort. Shuttle buses run every 15mins.
OTHER SITES/EXCURSIONS/THINGS TO DO

You can organise most trips through the office at Panorama, see the leaflet in this guide.

‘Blue Mountain’  -located just further south along the coast is a scenic spot with beautiful mountain scenery and local village life.

‘Thracian Tomb’ - The Thracian tomb of Kazanlak was discovered by accident in 1944 beneath a huge mound. It is located near remains of the historical city of Seutopolis, the capital of the Thracian king Seutes III, and is part of a large Thracian necropolis. The tomb is made of bricks, while the entire building is covered with stone pieces from the outside. It has a narrow corridor and a round burial chamber. What makes it a part of the world’s cultural heritage are its murals representing Thracian burial rituals and culture. These paintings, covering 40 square meters, are Bulgaria’s best-preserved artistic masterpieces from the Hellenistic period. 
’Off road adventures’  -these typically take you on a day out in 4x4 to various sights of interest. See flyer in supplementary section.

‘Istanbul’ – the Turkish capital is not that far away and can be reached on either a 1 day or 2 day trip.

‘Scuba Diving’ - www.scubadiving-bg.com - located in sunny beach in front of Glarus hotel on the beach, towards northern end. They do all sorts of water activities including scuba, wreck dives, snuba diving, snorkelling, jet ski, water ski, fishing, watersled, banana boat, wind surfing. See flyer in supplementary section.

‘Karting’ – there is a karting track just off the main road to Bourgas right at the back of Sunny Beach. It costs 10lev (3min), 25 lev (10min).

There are many many more excursions, see the leaflets enclosed or ask around.

If you have your own car, a trip to Sozopol is worth it, an old town with nice beaches, it takes about 60-90 minutes to get there.
Simorets / Silistar beach – If you have a car and want to go on an adventure. Simorets is a small resort an hour south of Sozopol (150km from apartments, 2 hours), right near the Turkish border on the coast. Just south of Simorets is Silistar beach which is a quiet cove with a nice beach and caves.

Veliko Turnovo

A beautiful medieval city, the old capital of Bulgaria, located about 3 hours drive away or by day trip on one of the excursions sold at the Fort Noks office.

Varna

Varna is a nice city, 100km north of St Vlas along a mountain road. It has beaches and good nightlife. You can get there by bus in 1hour 45min.


3) RESTAURANTS AND BARS

Near the apartments

Apart from the restaurants / bars on the complex, and the cafes along the beach, the nearest bar is ‘Pako’s’.

Pako’s is the best known bar in the local area. Pako is the owner and creates a good atmosphere every night.

It’s a 15 minute walk north of the apartments down a slip road near the Royal Park hotel in Elenite.

You can get a taxi for 5 lev.

It’s more of a shack than a bar but is popular and fun (Also has sky sports). They have a basic food menu and often have barbeques. A bottle of wine is 8 lev.

At the time of writing, a new bar called Robinzons was being built on the beach, near Pako’s.

St Vlas centre
Restaurants in St Vlas are generally cheaper than Sunny Beach
‘UEHTPAn’ (That’s the roman alphabet version of trying to write the Cyrillic version!) – it’s the restaurant up above the square, looks more like a diner. It has cheap food and cheap beer, food is reasonable enough.

There is a great family run restaurant, which we do not have the name of just a few doors down (about 100 metres) from the main square on the main road if heading towards the Petrol station from the square. It is advertised as being family run. 

‘Dance club Brasilia – Beefeater’ – this is a great place up on the terrace overlooking the square to eat, drink and dance. It is a bar, restaurant and nightclub.

Beer is 1.50 lev. The club is open 2300-0400 and busiest at weekends. See flyer in supplementary information. See flyer in supplementary section.

There is an English pub called ‘talk of the town’ on the main road leading from the square.

St Vlas Marina (Marina Diveni)

The Marina was built in early 2007 and has a few shops and several up market restaurants. It’s a nice quiet spot, great to spend an evening. It may be a little more expensive but the service is the best you will find in the region.
‘Sling Cocktail bar’ – this cocktail bar by the marina main entrance has an extensive cocktail menu and is a nice place to relax overlooking the marina and beaches.

‘Planet Yacht’ – has Food and drink but is more of a bar than restaurant.  It gets busy around 11pm. Draught beer – 6 lev. White Wine - 30 lev/bottle.

‘The Old Mill’ – Comes highly recommended. Local beer 2.90lev, mains starting at 9lev. Local wine starts at 70lev for a bottle so if you are after a cheap meal, then avoid the wine. The service and food here is fantastic and you can still eat for a reasonable price. Well worth a visit.
‘Salt & Pepper’ – good selection on menu, cheaper than other places at the Marina.

‘Bam-Bou’ – Fish and grill restaurant

‘Restaurant Admiral’ – this is part of Palace hotel that is a 5 star hotel so expect the menu to be pricier here.

‘Rhea restaurant’ – extensive menu, reasonable prices.
There are two Greek restaurants down at the Marina.

The beach bars are open at night:

‘Marina beach bar’ – snack food and drinks 

‘La Playa’ – probably the best of the beach bars with sofa’s on the beach. 

They have an extensive cocktail menu.

You can hire a private ‘room’ on the beach for 40 lev for either the evening or the afternoon.

‘Cold and Hott’ – extensive drinks menu and snack menu

Sunny Beach:

‘Djanny’ – our favourite restaurant in the region. It is very busy every night.
It has an extensive menu and is very well priced – you can eat very including alcoholic drinks for around 20 lev per person.

Its located behind the Go Go bar at the main bus stop just beyond the market stalls.

‘Bistro Condor’ very good value for money in town with an extensive menu.
It’s always busy.
Seating is mainly outside, and it is located on the main street just 100 meters north of the bus stop outside the Go Go bar up from the pedestrianised street, just a few minutes walk north of the bus station, near Mania nightclub.

‘Bombay Grill’, an Indian restaurant at the southern end of the promenade, next to the Heineken bar, is recommended.

Bars

There are hundreds of bars along the main promenade and on the side streets that run off of it. The best thing is to just walk along and see what you fancy. Most do happy hours and free shots etc.

One of our favourites is ‘Mexo’, at the southern end of the promenade right on the beach, near the Heineken bar and Bombay Grill Indian restaurant -  it has good party atmosphere with people dancing on the bar. Beer is 3 lev.

‘Heineken’ house – near Mexo at the southern end of the strip. Busy and big.

‘Viking’ bar – next to the bungee at the end of the pedestrianised street. Does good shots!

‘Tropicana’ – next door to the Viking bar heading north. A huge bar with a nice atmosphere.

‘Corner’ bar on the pedestrianised street walking down towards the beach from the bus drop off (By the go-go bar) is a busy bar with a good range of happy hour cocktails.

For the cheapest beer (What we’ve found so far), back on the main traffic road, head north as you come out of the pedestranised street and you’ll come across ‘Cocoa Loco’ which looks like a Scandanivian bar. It has 1 lev beer! (This may be only before a certain time though)

Note - It is ok to walk the main beach promenade drinking beer so you can grab a beer from one of the small convenience stores and walk along whilst trying to decide which bar to head into.

Nightclubs

There are several main nightclubs in Sunny Beach that are open until the early hours:

Orange – a mix of local and tourists. 4 lev entry. 4 lev beer.

Lazur – the main place for tourists to go out

Iceberg – a tourist favourite

Mania – located near Condor restaurant, just a 50m from the Go Go bar.

Dance club deluxe – this is a new (2009) dance club at the Nessebar end of Sunny beach.
Pacha – on the main road, near Mania. 
4) GETTING AROUND

Airport

If you have organised your return trip to the airport through Phoenix, then please check with them your pick up time.

Buses

Using the buses can be confusing but hopefully the information below will make things easier.
There is a bus stop right outside the front gate of Crown Fort (And one opposite outside Panorama)
There are two types of bus running to and from Elenite (5 mins north) and Sunny Beach (15mins south), stopping at Crown Fort on the way and also St Vlas.

The first is the Fort Noks shuttle bus (A 15 seater minibus with the words ‘Fork Noks’ written on it), which runs from the Fort Noks Privilage complex in Elenite to the Golden Fort complex in Sunny Beach. It can stop at any Fort Noks complex on the way (But you will need to ask the driver to stop at your chosen stop before boarding). To get to Sunny Beach the best stop is either Sunny Fort (Northern end) or Golden Fort (Central) or just at the main stop by the ‘Go go bar’(where the bus always stops). If going to St Vlas, it always stops outside ‘Casino Vlas’, where you can walk one way to the square or the other way to the marina.
The second bus is the state bus, Number 8 (Looks like a proper bus!) which stops at various bus stops en-route to Sunny Beach. It stops at St Vlas on the main road south (Outside the ‘Casino Vlas’, so you can walk to the marina or to the main square (It doesn’t go right into St Vlas main square!)
In Sunny beach, the main stop is at the end of the pedestrianised street by the ‘Go go’ bar.
There is also bus number 5, which only runs to St Vlas square, or the ‘U-turn’ stop (a 15 minute walk from the apartments). See below for details.
A tip: In peak season, the bus can get very busy. In order to ensure a seat, if you catch the bus on the opposite side of the road outside Panorama whilst its on its way up, you are more likely to get a seat. The bus turns around in Elenite, a few km up the road and then comes back and picks up outside Crown Fort by which time its picked up a few more people. This will add a few extra mins to your journey but worth it if a seat is important to you.

All times for both services are advertised outside the Crown bus stop. The state bus times are at the bus stop, the Fort Noks times are located on the window of the security office.
To Sunny Beach – by Fort Noks shuttle bus (3 lev to Sunny beach, 2 lev to St Vlas one way)

Note – these are the times from Privilege, therefore add on 5 mins for Crown Fort

0830,1030,1130,1230,1430,1630,1730,1830,1930,2030,2130 (check the security office window by the bus stop for the latest times)
To St Vlas / Sunny Beach – by state bus (2 lev St Vlas, 3 lev Sunny beach one way) BUS NUMBER 8
Note – these are the times from Elenite, therefore add on 5 mins for Crown Fort. The stop to get off at in Sunny Beach is the one that stops outside the ‘Go Go’ bar opposite the main pedestrianised street. If you walk down the pedestrianised street you will come to the beach promenade.

0900, 1000, 1100, 1200, 1300, 1400, 1500, 1600, 1700, 1800, 1900, 2000, 2100, 2200, 2300, 2350 (Check the board outside the entrance to Crown for latest timetable in case of any changes)
From Sunny Beach – by Fort Noks shuttle bus (3 lev one way from Sunny beach, 2 lev St Vlas one way)

Note – these are the times from Golden Fort

1030,1130,1230,1430,1630,1730,1830,1930,2030,2200, 2340 (Check timetable for latest times in case of any changes)
From Sunny Beach to Crown Fort – by state bus (3 lev from Sunny beach, 2 lev St Vlas one way) BUS NUMBER 8
You can catch this bus either from the bus station or by one of the stops in the Sunny beach main road with a timetable posted stating ‘St Vlas/Elenite’. Make sure it is the bus to Elenite or it may only stop at St Vlas, which will not take you direct to the apartments.

0820, 0920, 1020, 1120, 1220, 1320, 1420, 1520, 1620, 1720, 1820, 1920, 2020, 2120, 2220, 2320 (Check timetable for latest times in case of any changes)
To Sunny Beach from St Vlas centre only (Or the final stop, the ‘u-turn’ stop, a 15min walk to/from apartments)– by state bus (Cost 2 lev St Vlas,  3 lev Sunny beach one way) – BUS NUMBER 5
Note – these buses are from the stop in St Vlas centre only or from the ‘u-turn bus stop’ slightly nearer the apartments (15min walk), therefore you will need to get a taxi or walk to St Vlas centre or the u-turn’ bus stop. The stop to get off at in Sunny Beach is the one that stops outside the ‘Go Go’ bar opposite the main pedestrianised street. . If you walk down the pedestrianised street you will come to the beach promenade.

0545, 0630, 0735, 0800, 0830, 0900, 0930, 1000, 1030, 1100, 1130, 1200, 1230, 1300, 1330, 1400, 1430, 1500, 1530,1600, 1700, 1730, 1800, 1830, 1900, 1930, 2000, 2030, 2100, 2130, 2200, 2230, 2300, 2330, 2400, 2430 (Check timetable for latest times in case of any changes)
From Sunny Beach to St Vlas centre only (Or the final stop, the ‘u-turn’ stop, a 15min walk to/from apartments)– by state bus (Cost 2 lev St Vlas, 3 lev Sunny beach one way) BUS NUMBER 5
Note – these buses only stop at St Vlas centre or the ‘u-turn’ bus stop which is a little closer to the apartments (15min walk), you will need to walk or get a taxi back to the apartments. You can get on the bus at Sunny beach bus station or from one of the bus stops on the main road in Sunny beach with a timetable marked ‘To St Vlas’.

0545, 0630, 0735, 0800, 0830, 0900, 0930, 1000, 1030, 1100, 1130, 1200, 1230, 1300, 1330, 1400, 1430, 1500, 1530,1600, 1700, 1730, 1800, 1830, 1900, 1930, 2000, 2030, 2100, 2130, 2200, 2230, 2300, 2330, 2400, 2430 (Check timetable for latest times in case of any changes)
Further a field - buses from Sunny Beach bus station

Shuttle to Bourgas – 4 lev each way, runs every 10 minutes from 0600-0000.

Shuttle to Varna – 8 lev each way, 8.10,9.30,10.10,11.45,12.45,15.45,18.15, approx 1.5-2 hours. Return times from Varna 11.30,12.30,15.30,18.00,18.40.

Local bus to Sofia - 06.10,07.00,7.45,09.00,10.00,13.00,14.00,14.45,15.30,16.30,19.30,22.00,22.30,23.00,23.15,24.00-6 hrs

Local bus to Plovdiv-6.10,8.20,12.15,15.30,17.00,22.30,23.00-4 hrs

Local bus to Varna (Slower than shuttle) – 7.40,8.10,8.40,9.10,10.10,10.25,10.55,11.00,11.15,11.45,12.00,12.10,12.45,15.45,18.15, 18.30,19.50,20.30

(Check timetable for latest times in case of any changes)
Airport – it is possible to get a bus to the airport from Sunny beach bus station. It is bus number 10. Check at the bus station for more information.

Taxi’s

You can order a taxi from Fort Noks reception. Inside reception there is a list of recommended taxi drivers and their phone numbers. If reception is closed, there is a list of these taxi drivers and their phone numbers on the information board next to the main gate at Crown Fort.

If getting a taxi back to the apartments, just ask them to take you to “Fort Noks – Panorama, between St Vlas and Elenite” – they will know what you mean. They recognise the Panorama site opposite more than Crown Fort.

Taxi prices (Approx)

St Vlas – 5-10 lev – 3/4mins

Elenite – 5-10 lev – 3/4mins

Sunny Beach – 15-20 lev 10mins (Before 7pm), 20-25 lev (After 7pm)

Nessebar – 25 lev 15mins

Bourgas city – 80 lev – 45/50 mins (However only 45 lev coming back!)
Bourgas Airport – 60 lev -35/40 mins (Fort Noks reception can organise a minibus for 35 euro if there is more than 4 – this works out more cost effective)

Varna – 150 lev – 90mins

We recently (June 2008) found a taxi driver called Ivan who would run you into Sunny Beach for 20 lev and back again for 20 lev no matter what time of day. His number is 00 359 (0) 8 9970 5980. He can take 4 people.

Another driver with a 6 seater is also called Ivan, his number is 08 88 739 985, and he charges 30 lev but does not run so late.

CAR HIRE

If you want to hire a car for your holiday, it’s best you organise before leaving home so that you can pick up from the airport on your arrival. Below are just some of the companies operating in the area and an example of their prices for 1 week (Prices vary if hired for less than/more than one week).

Some of their flyers are enclosed in this guide, otherwise visit their website for further information.

· www.carrent.bg - Cheapest 25/day euro per week (175 euro/week)

· Sixt – see flyer in supplementary section – Cheapest car 35euro/day if taken for 7 days (245 euro/week). See flyer.

· www.carrental.bg - see flyer in supplementary section – cheapest car 45 euro/day for 7 days (315 euro/week)

· Veer car rental – cheapest car 219 euro/week – see flyer in supplementary section.

· www.alexandrov-rentacar.com - see flyer in supplementary section – cheapest car non aircon 219 euro/week, with aircon 245 euro/week.

· VD rent-a-car – see flyer in supplementary section - cheapest car 240 euro/week

· www.motoroads.com Cheapest 31euro/day if 6-7 days(217euro/wk). Have used these, not the greatest service however.

· www.rentacarbulgaria.com Cheapest is a small car at 41 euro/day if hiring for one day. Book online before travelling.

· From Panorama, next to the shop – 1 to 3 days costs 80lev, 3days+ is 75ev, all with aircon. The cars here are quite old and the service is not good.
· From Phoenix Property Management, go into their office in Block F1 for more details. This is a more trustworthy supplier.
You will find many many more car rental offices all over the region.
Finally, we wish you a pleasant stay and hope to see you again.

Please tell your friends and family about us.

Visit www.bulgaria-apartments.uk.comf for more information.

The Bulgarian Language – some useful words

	 English

	Bulgarian

	Pronunciation


	Yes

	Da

	Da


	No

	Ne

	Nay

	Please

	Molya

	Mol-ya 


	Thank you

	Blagodarya

	Blagodarya or say Merci

	Hello/Good day

	Dobâr den

	Dob-ree den 


	Goodbye

	Dovizhdane

	Doo-viz-den-ay

	Excuse me

	Izvinyavaïte

	Iz-vin-eet-ya 


	Where?

	Kude

	Koo de

	Good

	Dobro

	Dobro 


	Bad

	Plosho

	Plosho 


	Near 

	Blizo

	Blizo 


	Far

	Daleche

	Daleyche 


	Cheap

	Eftino

	Eftino 


	Expensive

	Skupo

	Skupo 


	Open

	Otvoreno

	Otvoreno 


	Closed

	Zatvoreno

	Zatvoreno 


	Today

	Dnes

	Dnes 


	Yesterday

	Vechera

	Vechera 


	Tomorrow

	Utre

	Utre 


	How much is...?

	Kolko stroova?

	Kolko stroova? 


	What time is it?

	Kolko e chasut?

	Kolko ai chasu 


	I don't understand

	Ne razbiram

	Ne razbiram 


	Do you speak English?

	Govorite li Angliski?

	Govorite li Angliski? 


	One 

	Edin/edna

	Edin/edna 


	Two 

	Dve

	Dvay

	Three

	Tri

	Tree 


	Four 

	Chetiri

	Chetiri 


	Five

	Pet

	Pyet 


	Six

	Shest

	Shest 


	Seven

	Sedem

	Sedem 


	Eight

	Osem

	Osem 


	Nine

	Devet

	Devyet 


	Ten

	Deset

	Desyet 



	


